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Ben Allaway brings to his writing a lifelong enthusiasm for the arts of different world
cultures. He grew up amid the diverse cultural palette of California, and since has participated

in professional activities in Africa, and eastern and western Europe as well as throughout the
United States. - ' '

Mr. Allaway studied at the University of Illinois, St. Olaf College, and Westminster
Choir College. He taught in public high schools in Sedalia and Hannibal, Missouri, and for
five years was conductor of the Waldorf College Choir, Forest City, Iowa. Ben is now choral
director at St. Paul's Cathedral (Episcopal), Des Moines, Iowa, and devotes much time to his
compositions for choir, band, orchestra, and musical theater. '
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The SATB version of "Freedom Come" is the closing movement of Bandari: Inside These

Walls, a tfive movement work encompassing a variety of African styles and combining
Swahili and English texts. "Freedom Come" is written in the style of a South African freedom
song; it creates an atmosphere in which hope canincrease, healing can occur, and connections
to our common humanity can be strengthened. The piece begins a cappella; the conga drum

1s added after the first verse to create new energy and to delineate subtle rhythmic changes,

particularly during the ending which alternates between 3/2 and 5/8. "Freedom Come" works
well as a concert "opener” or "closer."
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adaptable. However, correct performance practice in African freedom songs would often
include references to Jesus and God as the church has been at the head of the struggle and
many songs reflect that fact. As published, it is appropriate for Christmas and all liturgical
seasons except Lent.

The solo 1s best done by two voices alternating, or it can be done effectively by one.
Soloistic improvisation is encouraged, but should be minimal so as not to detract from the
message of the song.

The conga drum lower notes should be the deepest possible tone created by striking the
middle of the drum with the flat palm of the hand. The drum should follow the dynamics of
the choir. A proper conga drum is approximately thirty inches high and should be on a stand
or tilted back between the legs of the player. One drum is sufficient for this piece, but two

may be used to good effect.

The text may be changed or secularized as needed—A frican music is often improvisatory and

Ben Allaway
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Lynda Hasseler, director

Freedom Come

Commissioned by the Capital University Chapel Choir

SBMP 68
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- OTHER WORKS BY BEN ALLAWAY -

i SBMP 66 Bandari SATB percussion ~ Secular
SBMP67  Freedom Come SATB  acappella, congadrums  Universal
SBMP 68 Freedom Come TTBB a cappella, conga drums  Universal
SBMP 133  Freedom Come SSAA a cappella, conga drums  Universal
- SBMP 10 Inscription for a Wayside Spring  SATB a cappella Sacred/concert  $1
SBMP 09 Morning Prayer SATB a cappella Sacred/concert  $1
SBMP 148  Ride it All Aroun SATB a cappella Sacred $1
| SBMP 45 Wake up, Ollie Brown! SATB a cappella ~ Sacred $2.

| A new setting of these favorites featuring exciting harp and flute

., SBMP 134  Dadme albricias ~ SATB harp/tlute Christmas
SBMP 135  Riu, Riu, Chiu - SATB  harp/flute Christmas
| SBMP 136  Dansaron (E la don, don) SATB harp/flute Christmas
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