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The Westminster Conservatory Youth Chorale Jewish Music Series provides quality repertoire for school and synagogue choirs. Theff
music develops choral musicianship skills by engaging musical thinking. The selections offer audiences works that enhance an Y\
understanding of the Jewish tradition and enrich spirituality in the context of concert or worship.

- ABOUT THIS WORK 1
This boldly rhythmic piece tells the Chanukah story in a unique and powerful way. The
composition is built upon a mixed meter (3+2+3), which is expanded into the form of the

piece -- verse, verse chorus + verse chorus + verse, verse chorus. Both consist of eight parts
corresponding to the number of days in Chanukah. Further, the music is full of clashing
chords which connote the struggle and conflict the Maccabees faced in order to renew
“Jewish independence. In the last verse, while part of the choir claps and sings the melody,
another part stomps and sings the text “Nes Gadol Hayah Sham” -- “A great miracle
happened there,” sung by Jews outside throughout the world. Then the choir sings “Nes
Gadol Hayah Po” -- “A great rnlracle happened here,” the text sung by Jews 1n51de the State

of Israel.

Joel Phillips is Professor of Theory and Composition at Westminster Choir College of
Rider University. _

TO THE CONDUCTOR
Before the choir sings this piece, teach the rhythm to the choir by rote. Be certain that the text

is always clear so that the audience understands the story. Conduct the eight in a three
pattern grouped so that the first and third beats of the gesture are longer than the middle

(123- 12- 123).

SINGING HEBREW
~ All vowels are pronounced as in Italian. Consonants are as in English. The ch is alwaygl \

a hard sound as in the name Bach. A consonant followed by an apostrophe is pronouncead
as that consonant with the schwa (neutral) vowel as in the English word learn. For
- example, l'olam is pronounced luh-oh-lahm.

The Westminster Conservatory Youth Chorale sings Celebrate Chanukah on their CD recording
Celebrate Chanukah (WC 898), avallable from Westminster Music and Books, 101 Walnut Lane,

Princeton, NJ 08540.

The Westminster Conservatory Youth Chorale is the high school honors choir of Westminster Conservatory -the commumty music
‘school of Westminster Choir College of Rider University, Princeton, New Jersey Frank Abrahams is the founder and conductor.

Also avallable from the Westminster Conservatory's Youth Chorale Jewish Music Series
From Transcontlnental Music Publications: '

Haneirot Halalu 993100
Mi Y’maleil (Who Can Retell?) - 993104
Shalom Rav - 993101 '
S’vivon - 993105




For Frank Abrahams and the Westminster Conservatory Youth Chorale
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With Passion J a8 LI throughout Text and music by Joel Phillips
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