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An aguinaldo is traditionally a folk carol present in several Spanish colonized
countries, where a group of people go from house to house to sing. In the

Philippines, the aguinaldo has come to refer to gifts - usually coins, cash or candies -
received by children who go caroling. Sa May Bahay (In a Home) and Mano Po, Ninong

(Respect to you, Godparents) are two of the most popular songs that are sung when kids
go caroling. This arrangement was commissioned by Anna and Edmund Piquero
and their all-male ensemble, Koro Ilustrado.

Sa May Bahay In a Home

Sa may bahay ang aming bati We’re wishing you in your home

/sa mar 'ba.har ?ay ‘?a.mip 'ba.ti/ A splendid ‘Merry Christmas’
When love reigns

‘Meri Krismas’ na maluwalhati Christmas will be everyday!

/'me.ri 'kris.mas nay ma.lwal ha.ti/
The reason we’re here
Ang pag-ibig ‘pag siyang naghari is to ask for a Christmas gift
/'an pag'?i.big pag [jan nag ha.ri/ If it happens that we’re a bother
Please bear with us for we’re just Christmas-ing.
Araw-araw ay magiging Paskong lagi
/'?a.rav-?a.ras 2ar ma’gi.giy pas'ko 'la.gi/

Ang sanhi po ng pagparito
/?an san'hi po nan pag.pa'ri.to/

Hihingi po ng Aguinaldo
/hi.hi'ni po nay ?a.gi'nal.do/

Kung sakaling kami’y perwisyo
/kuy sa'ka.li ka.mi per'wi.fjo/

Pasensya na kayo’t kami’y namamasko.
/pa’'sen.fja na ka'jot ka'mi na'ma.mas.ko/



Mano Po, Ninong

Maligaya, maligayang Pasko kayo’y bigyan
/ma.li'ga.ja, ma.li'ga.jan pas’ko ka'jor bi'gjan/

Masagana, masaganang Bagong Tao’y kamtan
/ma.sa’'ga.na, ma.sa'ga.nay ‘ba.goy ta'?o1 kam'tan/

Ipagdiwang, ipagdiwang araw ng Maykapal
/?i.pag'di.way, ?i.pag'di.way "?a.rav nay mar.ka'pal/

Upang manatili sa atin ang kapalaran
/"?u.pang ma.na'ti.li sa '?a.tin ?ayg ka.pa'la.ran/

At mamuhay na lagi sa kapayapaan
/?at ma'mu.har na 'la.gi sa ka.pa.ja'pa.?an/

Mano po Ninong, mano po Ninang
/'ma.no po 'ni.noy ‘ma.no po 'ni.nay/

Narito kami ngayon humahalik sa inyong kamay
/'na.ri.to ka'mi na'jon hu.ma.ha'lik sa in'jon ka'mar/

Salamat Ninong, salamat Ninang
/sa’la.mat 'ni.non sa'la.mat "ni.nay/

Sa aguinaldo pong inyong ibibigay
/sa a.gi'nal.do pon in'joy ?i.bi.bi'gar/

General guide to Philippine diction:

Respect to you, Godparents

May you have a Merry Christmas
and a prosperous new year!
Celebrate the day of our Lord

So that we maintain our good fortune
And always live in peace

Respect to you, Godfather, Godmother
We’re here right now kissing your hands
Thanks Godfather, Thanks Godmother
For the gift you’re handing to us

1. Vowels are similar to Spanish/Italian pure vowels. The spoken /a/ vowel is sung rounded as an /a/.

2. Consonants are dry and not aspirated.

3. When singing diphthongs in a held note, prolong the more open vowel.

4. R's are either flipped or rolled, depending on the note length.



